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Thus, if Bill 2 is passed in its current form, it would diminish contact rights between grandparents and 


contact between grandparents and their grandchildren in multiple ways. For example, currently


currently, grandparents are presumed to have a presumption that it is in the child's best interests to maintain 


child to maintain contact with them. The Bill changes this by placing the burden of proof on the 


burden of proof on the grandparents to prove to the court their importance in the 


importance in the child's life. "Already, the majority of grandparents do not have the financial 


the financial ability to pay legal fees and many of the heart-wrenching stories we hear are 


Many of the stories we hear every day from our members are very moving," adds Mr. Lafrance.





The Association has been asking for years for easier access to justice for families and grandparents. for families and grandparents. Quebec should take inspiration from other Canadian provinces such as Nova Scotia provinces such as Nova Scotia that have created a family court or have put in place other other measures to facilitate access to justice at an affordable price.





Among other measures that the ADGPQ has been calling for for years, Mr. Lafrance mentions the fact that Bill 2 does not correct the injustice of grandparents being excluded from their grandchildren's lives when they are adopted. The bill therefore The Bill therefore endorses the fact that they will continue to be strangers to their grandchildren.





As another ageist measure, the ADGPQ points out that the bill will also exclude grandchildren from also exclude the spouses of grandparents who are often very involved in the child's life. in the child's life.





We also ask the Minister to be inspired by the clear and inclusive wording of to replace section 611, as opposed to the wording used in the current bill. 





"There is an ideological bias in Bill 2 that favours young people (e.g., former spouses of custodial parents) at the expense of older people who are left out. 


former spouses of a custodial parent) at the expense of elders who are removed from the lives of 


from the lives of their children. We believe that some sections of the Bill are discriminatory because 


discriminatory because they are blatantly ageist," says Henri Lafrance, President of the 


the Association. 





Translated with www.DeepL.com/Translator (free version)





tabled in October by the Minister of Justice, Mr. Simon Jolin-Barette, which 


which are considered discriminatory towards Quebec's seniors.





(ADGPQ) denounces several aspects of the bill reforming family law,





A reform that discriminates against seniors, denounces the Quebec Grandparents Association
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"While it is important in some cases to recognize the rights of former spouses of parents, we believe that Bill 2 does so at the expense of grandparents, elders and all adults significant to the child. However, other civil law countries such as Belgium and France make a point of recognizing ascendants or all significant adults in the child's life (including uncles, aunts, grandparents' spouses, etc.)" adds Mr. Lafrance, pointing out that in Belgium, it is stated that "This same right can be granted to any other person, if that person justifies a special bond of affection with (the child)". 





As a further consequence, the ADGPQ adds that grandparents who have not had the opportunity to see their grandchildren on a regular basis will be permanently excluded from their 


their grandchildren's lives.





"For us, it is quite clear that not only does the bill attack the rights of Quebec seniors, but that it also but that it risks increasing the abuse of grandparents. Why? Because the more difficult and expensive it is for them to have access to their grandchildren, the more likely they are to be susceptible to emotional blackmail such as "if you don't do 


If you don't do this or that, if you don't give us this amount of money, you won't see the children anymore. This This is a form of emotional abuse that can also have financial or material consequences. financial or material consequences. Moreover, the " Elder Abuse Help Line " often refers to us often refers grandparents who are victims of this type of abuse," says Mr. Lafrance. Lafrance.





The ADGPQ is currently mobilizing organizations representing seniors in Quebec, calling on them to denounce the to denounce the bill. "We need everyone's support to defend We need everyone's support to defend all grandparents in Quebec. We need everyone's support to defend all grandparents in Quebec. rights of grandparents and discriminate against Quebec's seniors," concludes Mr. Bélanger. seniors in Quebec" concludes the president of the ADGPQ who will also submit a brief to the Parliamentary Commission in the coming weeks.





About the ADGPQ





Founded in 1990, the Quebec Grandparents Association (QGPA) expanded its activities to the national level in 2004. grandparents of Quebec (ADGPQ) defends the rights of grandchildren and grandparents and raises awareness of the various problems encountered. It also seeks to promote awareness and recognition of the role of grandparents and seniors within Quebec society. It aims to encourage the weaving of family ties, especially between grandparents and their grandchildren.
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In France Article 371-4 (2013- ...):





*"The child has the right to maintain personal relations with his ascendants. Only the interest of the child may prevent the exercise of this right."¸





In Belgium Article 375:





"Grandparents have the right to maintain personal relations with the child. This same right may be granted to any other person, if that person can prove a special bond of affection with the child. with the child. In the absence of an agreement between the parties, the exercise of this right shall be regulated in the interest of the child by the youth court at the request of the parties...".
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